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Notes from the Arranger
When the war in Ukraine began in 2022, I wanted to find a way to support Ukraine and its culture. Enter
Mykola Lysenko, whose “compositions form what many consider the quintessential essence of Ukrainian music.” |
found his string quartet and quickly fell in love with the its energetic and dynamic sound. I started with the published
sheet music and two recordings by Lysenko String Quartet and adapted the work for saxophone quartet: transposing
down a step to better fit the range, added articulations for clarity, doubling the meter for readability, and more.

Performance notes

e Recordings of the work have widely varying tempo. An old LP from 1978 is 168 bpm, whereas a more
contemporary video is 92. I have found 120 bpm works well for saxophones.

e This is a piece of many contrasts. Lean in to the dynamics! There are a few sections such as measure 9 where it
stays piano for longer than you would expect—try to hold off crescendoing until indicated at measure 23.

e There are many staccato passages that need a light, round, detached-but-not-clipped sound. If this is new to
you, check out our YouTube video as an example.

e The staccato+tenuto articulation (line with a dot over it) over a quarter note is intended to be like a tenuto
eighth note followed by an eighth rest—long but separated.
The alto and tenor saxes often play a supporting role here, but make the most of when they have a melody.
The bari sax has many sections where it can really sing out—this was my favorite part to play.

e There is an optional cut from the end of measure 23 to measure 194. This may be useful for student concerts or
competitions where time is constrained. It cuts the time down from ~10 minutes to ~3.5 minutes.

Enjoy!

This sheet music and much more is available at
esquartet.com (free!)

Youtube video



Mykola Lysenko (1868)
Arr. Brian Einstein Lassiter

markings based on recordings by the Lysenko Quartet

Lysenko String Quartet in d minor
I: Allegro non-tanto

Score

as played by Einsteinium Quartet
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Lysenko String Quartet in d minor

I: Allegro non-tanto Myl_(OIa LYSCQkO (18§8)
SOpTaIIO Sax markings based on recordings by the Lysenko Quartet ATT. Brian Einstein Lassiter
as played by Einsteinium Quartet
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$ - optional cut to measure 194 for an abridged version of the piece
©) 2022 Brian Einstein Lassiter. Free sheet music at esquartet.com
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Lysenko String Quartet in d minor

I: Allegro non-tanto Mykola Lysenko (1868)

Alto Sax markings based on recordings by the Lysenko Quartet ATT. Brian Einstein Lassiter
as played by Einsteinium Quartet

Allegro non tanto J: 92-168
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©) 2022 Brian Einstein Lassiter. Free sheet music at esquartet.com
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I: Allegro non-tanto Myl_(OIa LYSCQkO (18§8)
Tenor Sax markings based on recordings by the Lysenko Quartet ATT. Brian Einstein Lassiter
layed by Einsteini rtet
Allegro non tanto J: 92-168 as played by Einsteinium Quarte
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©) 2022 Brian Einstein Lassiter. Free sheet music at esquartet.com
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Lysenko String Quartet in d minor

Bari Sax

I: Allegro non-tanto : ~yS¢ell ‘
markings based on recordings by the Lysenko Quartet ATT. Brian Einstein Lassiter
as played by Einsteinium Quartet

Allegro non tanto J: 92-168
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Mykola Lysenko (1868)
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$ - optional cut to measure 194 for an abridged version of the piece

©) 2022 Brian Einstein Lassiter. Free sheet music at esquartet.com
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